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New Covered Bridge 

One of the founding directors of RRWA, Andrew Schreffler, 
enjoying his first view of the new Roaring Run Trail Bridge. 

Roaring Run has Naturally Reproducing Trout!  

Hello, 

I hope everyone has enjoyed all that RRWA has to offer. It 
seems with hard work and continuous improvements made by the 
Board of Directors and volunteers, that we keep getting better for all 
to enjoy. The covered bridge built this past fall has been a huge 
attraction and brought many to RRWA. With determination and work 
by the board and volunteers we hope to continue these 
improvements. 

We have started and hope to finish the environmental 
improvements and beatification of the Burgundy Discharge area. 
Also, on our agenda is to replace the gate at the canoe launch for 
emergency services to launch rescue boats onto the river. We also are 
looking to improve parking at the Rock Furnace trail entrance. We 
even had a wedding on the Rock Furnace trail suspension bridge! 
Major trail improvements are to begin this summer with a DCNR trail 
improvement grant we received. So I ask that everyone please be 
patient as we work to improve the property.  We hope everyone 
continues to enjoy the Association's facilities and clean up after 
yourselves and your pets. 

Please remember, we work off mostly donations and memberships. And we are all volunteers. 

Thank you, 

Message from our President  

Visit RRWA at www.Roaringrunapollo.org & Check out our Facebook page: RRWA and Trail 

The old iron bridge was aging and was not wide enough for the 
maintenance trucks and tractors to pass. Tim Troup, RRWA board 
member, decided to design a new covered bridge. His wife, Sandy, 
painted a watercolor of the bridge to present to the board. Needless to 
say, it was unanimously approved. With the help of the Tribune 
Review article, we had funding for the project within 36 hours. 
Memorial plaques were sold for display on the inside of the bridge to 
completely cover the cost. 

In order to keep the trail open during the 
construction, Tim decided to basically prefab 
the walls on the ground. Using an excavator, 
the bridge deck was replaced and the walls 
were put in place. The metal roof was also put 
on by the volunteers with the average age of 
69 ½. This project certainly could not have 
been accomplished without all the help and 
expertise of the many volunteers. We have a 
great group of willing people that want the 
RRWA trail to be the best!  

Through electro-shocking, the Pennsylvania Fish 
Commission, has determined that Roaring Run has 
multi-year classes of naturally reproducing Brown 
Trout.  This is an exciting development and is unique 
to this region.  In an effort to bolster the naturally 
reproducing trout we will no longer be stocking legal 
size trout in Roaring Run.  The population may be 
supplanted by stocking sub-legal size trout in the 
coming years.  The goal is to have a viable, year 
round, wild trout fishery on the property for anglers 
to enjoy. 

Roaring Run Watershed Association 

P.O. Box 333 

Apollo, PA 15613 



Grant to Revegetate the Burgundy Discharge 

In 2021, RRWA received a $1,550 ARIPPA 
Award with the help of the Armstrong 
Conservation District for work on the 
Burgundy Discharge. The Appalachian 
Region Independent Power Producers 
Association (ARIPPA) is an organization 
made up of independent producers that use 
coal refuse as a primary fuel to generate 
electricity. The ARIPPA Award is 
administered by the Eastern and Western 
Pennsylvania Coalitions for Abandoned Mine 
Reclamation (EPCAMR and WPCAMR) and 
given to organizations for abandoned mine 
remediation projects. 

Even if trail users are unfamiliar with the name, the discharge is a familiar sight to those who 
venture a little over a mile down the trail from the new covered bridge. After a pleasant walk or 
bike ride along the river in a nice forested area, it suddenly appears as if you have been 
transported to the moon. The Burgundy Discharge has been a blight both environmentally and 
visually. The site contains spoil and a discharge high in metals and acidity from an abandoned 
mine site. The channel collecting the discharge was filled in with sediment and no longer directing 
the water efficiently. The surrounding spoil is not vegetated, contributing to larger erosion issues. 
The ARIPPA Award will contribute to the effort to revegetate and stabilize the area to eliminate 
erosion issues. This will improve the experience for trail users by increasing the aesthetics of the 
discharge area. 

RRWA is working with numerous businesses and organizations in the community on this project. 
In addition to the ARIPPA Award, Swank Construction, CNX Resources, Asplundh Tree Expert 
Company, M&M Tree Service, and Tractor Supply Company have all donated time, materials, or 
money. 

Roaring Run presently owns 652 acres of land open to the public year-round for 

multiple recreational activities. You may not realize that the whole trail system is 

maintained entirely by volunteers that generously give their time, money, and tools 

to provide a beautiful place for you to spend time in nature. RRWA is a 501(c)3 envi-

ronmental preservation organization registered under both Pennsylvania and federal 

codes. Contributions to the RRWA are tax deductible. We receive no funding from 

the state and rely 100% on fundraising and donations to meet our needs. Please 

consider becoming a member today! 

Bike Repair Station for Trail Users  

RRWA received a $2000 grant from the Armstrong County 
Community Cares Foundation to purchase and install a Dero Fixit 
Bike Repair station/bike air pump. The Fixit includes all the tools 
necessary to perform basic bike repairs and maintenance. The tools 
are securely attached to the stand, and users can mount the bike on 
the hanger arms while making adjustments. This bike repair system 
will provide a much-needed and rare trail system amenity to 
enhance our recreational visitor’s experiences. We anticipate 
installing the new feature this summer 2022 near the main trail 
entrance and pavilion.    

Kiski Area High School Key Club’s Annual 
Youth Day of Giving and Caring, 2021 

Participants: Bryanna Finney, Isabella DeVito, 
Olivia Schrag, Hannah Gordish, Bryn Hewitt, 
Maddie Bachar, Devan Sonafelt, Hannah 
Simpson, Emma King and Laci Safranuos. 
This group completed a workday of trail 
maintenance and aluminum can recycling, as 
well as learning the history of the trail and 
the RRWA Association. It was led by Ron 
Hags, RRWA Director.  Master Naturalist Program Visits RRWA 

The inaugural class of Penn State’s First Master 
Naturalist Program in Armstrong County observed 
plant life, AMD (abandoned mine drainage) and learned 
the history of the Roaring Run Trail. RRWA Director, 
John Linkes, presented the program. 

Submitted by Maria Sorce, Watershed Specialist Armstrong Conservation District 

Example of bike repair station coming to RRWA. 


