Message from our President

To all Members and Users of RRWA,

Welcome to 2023! A lot of changes and improvements have come to Roaring Run over the last
few years. This year, we are looking forward to some major trail enhancements. Some of the
projects will include resurfacing and drainage improvements on parts of the trail. We will begin
working on moving and improving the parking lot and trail access at Rock Furnace Trailhead. As
well as, continuing to work on improving the Burgundy Discharge area.

This past August we were proud to have held the first ever Civil War encampment and
reenactment and hope to again this year. Roaring Run was added to the Wild Trout Waters list
for having a naturally reproducing brown trout population. We will continue to monitor the water

quality and overall habitat of the stream. Lastly, a bike repair station was added to the entrance
of the main trailhead in Apollo.

The Board of Directors are very proud of RRWA and we ask for your patience as we work on
these projects to improve quality of the trail. The board and volunteers work hard to keep the
trail maintained for all to enjoy.

Sincerely,
Ken Kaminski
President
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P.O. Box 333
Apollo, PA 15613

Visit RRWA at www.Roaringrunapollo.org & Check out our Facebook page: RRWA and Trail
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Tim Troup’s Watershed Individual Award

John Linkes, Associate Director of the Armstrong Conservation
District (ACD), presented Tim Troup, RRWA board member, with
ACD’s Outstanding Watershed Individual award for 2022 at their
annual banquet held at the Latin American Club in Ford City.
Along with the design and construction of the Roaring Run River
Trail covered bridge, Tim and his family spend many hours
maintaining the upkeep of the property and trail.

Submitted by Carol Linkes

Rock Furnace Parking Lot Expansion and Enlargement

Currently the Rock Furnace Trailhead lot parks about nine vehicles. Many days the lot is full
and visitors park on the posted no parking stretch of Brownstown Road. In the past, Kiski
Township has towed vehicles which made for an uneasy relationship between RRWA, our
visitors, and the township. RRWA is currently constructing a new lot projected to
accommodate 33 vehicles. The new lot is located below the existing lot near where
Brownstown Road crosses Roaring Run and will connect to the trail where the current lot is.
The new lot will provide not only additional parking, but an improved entrance. As
construction advances, the Rock Furnace
Trailhead will be closed for a period of time to
allow for the trail connection. Please visit our
Facebook page for closure dates.

Photo submission: Sandi Troup

Information submitted by: Ron Hags
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UPCOMING EVENTS!

Spring Muster
Are you interested in learning more about the history of the American Civil War and cannons? The 4th
U.S. Light Artillery group will provide a demonstration and firing of 6-8 cannons across the Kiski River.
WHEN: Saturday & Sunday April 22-23, 2023 from 9am until noon
WHERE: RRWA Main Trailhead

Earth Day Spring Wildflower Walk

WHEN: Saturday April 22, 2023 from 12pm-3pm (rain or shine)

MEETING PLACE: RRWA Main Trailhead

The walk will be led by Loree Speedy, a member of the Botanical Society
of Western Pennsylvania. Registration for the event is not required. The
wildflower walk will last 3 to 4 hours but one can leave at any time. Red Trillium
The walk could be up to three miles in length, but will be at a slow
pace so everyone has an opportunity to learn and to identify many of
the wildflowers at Roaring Run.

Tree ID Walk

WHEN: Sunday June 4th, 2023 at 2pm
MEETING PLACE: RRWA Main Trailhead.
The walk will be presented by PA Forest Stewards, Tom Iseman, Tim Troup and Mary Jane Busch.

Photo submitted by: Greg Wall

Civil War Homeschool Program

Students will learn about the history of the American Civil War, weapons and cannons, and how the sol-
diers lived during that time. Students will also take a wagon ride along the trail and learning how canal
remnants aided in the war.

WHEN: Friday August 25, 2023
Two Programs: 9am-12pm and 1pm-4pm
Pre-registration required. Call Chris at 724-640-6696.

A Walk Through History

Come join the 40th PA Infantry and the 4th U.S. Light Artillery
for a Civil War reenactment. Come take a walk or wagon ride
from the main trailhead to the covered bridge. You will see
demonstrations of cannons and weapons, Civil War cooking,
women and their important roles during the war, battle reen-
actment, kids battle and more. Visit our Facebook page or
website for a schedule of events.

WHEN: Saturday and Sunday August 26-27, 2023 from
9am—5pm

WHERE: RRWA Main Trailhead and covered bridge

Photo submission: Richard Miller
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River Otters at the Conemaugh and Loyalhanna Dams!

River Otters, who were once abundant in Pennsylva-
nia, started to decline like most species in the mid-
1900s due to pollution, habitat loss, and overhar-
vesting. In 1982, restoration efforts were made to
reintroduce otters by the Pennsylvania River Otter
Reintroduction Project (PRORP). From 1982 to 2004
they released 153 otters into eight water systems in
central and western Pennsylvania (Schneck, 2020)*.
The otters that are being sighted at the Conemaugh
and Loyalhanna dams are likely the offspring of
those that were reintroduced to the Allegheny River.
There is also a possibility that they have made
themselves homes along the banks of the

River otter slides and tracks at the
Conemaugh Dam in February of 2022.

Photo courtesy of April Richards, Park Ranger
Kiskiminetas River. for the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
Although they can be a very elusive species, your
best chance to catch a glance at one is during the
day in winter months. You may see their tracks or
slides in the snow (see photo). They tend to travel
longer distances to find open waters to hunt for
food. However, that doesn’t mean that you will not
spot them during the summer months playing and
feeding in the rivers. Next time you are out paddling,
fishing, or just enjoying a walk along the rivers,
keep your eyes peeled and you might just spot one!

*(2020, February 24). Furbearing mammals once gone, or almost gone, from
Pennsylvania, now booming. Pennlive.com. Retrieved January 31, 2023, from
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2020/02/furbearing-mammals-once-gone-or

-almost-gone-from-pennsylvania-now-booming.html

Information submitted by:
Chrissy Edwards-McCune

Roaring Run presently owns 652 acres of land open to the public year-round for multiple
recreational activities. You may not realize that the whole trail system is maintained entire-
ly by volunteers that generously give their time, money, and tools to provide a beautiful
place for you to spend time in nature. RRWA is a 501(c)3 environmental preservation organ-
ization registered under both Pennsylvania and federal codes. Contributions to the RRWA
are tax deductible. We receive no funding from the state and rely 100% on fundraising and
donations to meet our needs. Please consider becoming a member today!
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Roaring Run Stream Report

This past year has been an exciting year for Roaring Run. It has received the official designation
as a wild trout stream from the PA Fish and Boat
Commission. This comes after four consecutive years of

natural brown trout reproduction. Quite a development for a
stream that not too long ago was severely compromised by
acid mine drainage.

The RRWAs fishery committee conducted several surveys this
year. A macroinvertebrate (aquatic insects) survey was
performed in April and the survey showed a fair population of
bugs with majority being pollution intolerant species. This is
in stark contrast to a previous survey done over a decade ago
which showed no bug life.

A watershed wide water quality survey was performed in May
and found only one point source of poor quality water from an acid mine discharge on Rattling
Run, which is the major tributary to Roaring Run. This discharge was brought to the attention of
Armstrong Conservation District and the PA Department of Environmental Protection. Further
testing is being done to determine its impact on the watershed and possible remediation.

Dr. Brady Porter and his team from Duquesne University performed an electrofishing survey just
above the suspension bridge on Roaring Run. They found a minimal trout population and
several species of minnows, including pollution intolerant
ones. Notably missing from the survey was the presence of
mottled sculpin, which is a favorite food of the brown trout
and a usual resident of this type of headwater stream.

Photo submission: Greg Wall

Information submitted by: Ron Hags

We love what we do,
we love the community support we get,
and we couldn’t do it without you!
Thank You!

Roaring Run Watershed Association

RRWASS

Trail Resurfacing, Roaring Run to Flat Run

DO YOU ENJOY OUR BEAUTIFUL ROARING RUN TRAIL?
YOUR DONATION CAN HELP US REHAB AN AGING SECTION OF TRAIL!

Roaring Run Watershed Association has received
a grant from the PA Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources to rehabilitate approxi-
mately 2.5 miles of trail from just past where Rock
Furnace Trail meets Roaring Run Trail to the Flat
Run bridge. The work will include clearing sur-
face, tree clearing for equipment access, clearing
and enhancing drainages, regrading, water diver-
sion, and resurfacing with 4 inches of crushed
limestone top coat.

RRWA will provide $60,000 cash match for the
grant, and we could use your help.

Use the QR code to access our Go
Fund Me page and make a tax-
deductible donation to help us reach
our $30,000 goal!

-OR-
Checks can also be made payable to
“Roaring Run Watershed Associa-
tion” with “Trail Resurfacing” on the
memo line.

The official registration and financial
information of the Roaring Run Watershed
Association may be obtained from the Penn-
sylvania Department of State by calling toll-
free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement.

V g Submitted by: Laura Hawkins
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Butterfly and Hummingbird Gardens

Two pollinator gardens will be planted near the main
trail head to attract butterflies, hummingbirds, and ' o XA
other pollinators. The Butterfly and Hummingbird Gar- i\’ ,
den seed mix from Ernst Seeds has a mix of native
flowers, such as purple coneflower, cornflower, milk-
weed, bergamot, aster and others. This will provide a
pop of color to the area and help support pollinators.

Due to habitat loss, disease, parasites, and other chal-
lenges many of our pollinator friends are in trouble and
their numbers are declining. Pollinators that can’t find
the right type or amount of food (nectar and pollen
from blooming plants within flight range) don’t survive.
Right now, there simply aren’t enough pollinator
friendly plantings to support pollinators.

Pollinators have an important job in feeding us. Some
scientists estimate that one out of every three bites of
food we eat exists because of animal pollinators like
bees, butterflies, moths, birds. bats, beetles and other
insects. Not only are pollinators visiting flowers in their
own search for food (nectar and pollen), they are also
helping produce the fruit and vegetables that we eat by
carrying the pollen to the plants.

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail on Milkweed

Burgundy Discharge Update Submission by: Chelsea Walker

Thank you to the numerous businesses and organizations in the community for your help with
this project. The Appalachian Region Independent Power Producer’s Association (ARIPPA)
Award, Western Pennsylvania Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation (WPCAMR), Swank
Construction, CNX Resources, Asplundh Tree Expert Company, M&M Tree Service, and Trac-
tor Supply Company have all donated time, materials, or money.
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Photos of the site from 2020(on the left) and 2022 (on the right). Mulch was added
to the area to help cover and stabilize the site. Photos were submitted by Maria
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Mine Opening Discovery

On the right is a picture of Larry Hanlon
(RRWA member) with the coal mine exhaust
fan that was removed along with the housing
by the Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP).

A few years ago, a mine opening was discov-
ered by a visitor to Roaring Run and was re-
ported to DEP. RRWA did a further investiga-
tion and discovered several more openings.

A total of six mine openings were discovered
along with the exhaust fan.

The DEP demolished the fan and began seal-
ing the mine openings.

The mine was operated by the Leechburg Min-
ing Company and was closed before 1977.

The full article can be viewed here: https://
triblive.com/local /valley-news-dispatch/dep-
to-close-mine-opening-and-demolish-old-fan-
building-at-roaring-run-trail/

Photo Credit: John Linkes

Bike Repair Station Installed!

RRWA received a $2000 grant from the Armstrong County
Community Cares Foundation to purchase and install a
Dero Fixit Bike Repair station/bike air pump. The Fixit
includes all the tools necessary to perform basic bike re-
pairs and maintenance. The tools are securely attached to
the stand, and users can mount the bike on the hanger
arms while making adjustments. The repair station is lo-
cated near the main trail entrance and pavilion.

RRWA members or officers (L-R), Tom Iseman, Ken Ka-
minski and John Linkes display the new bike repair
station near the Roaring Run trailhead parking lot.

Photo by: Anne Cloonan of the Leader Times
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