
River otter slides and tracks at the 

Conemaugh Dam in February of 2022.  

Photo courtesy of April Richards, Park Ranger 

for the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers    

  

River Otters at the Conemaugh and Loyalhanna Dams! 

River Otters, who were once abundant in Penn-

sylvania, started to decline like most species in 

the mid-1900s due to pollution, habitat loss, and 

overharvesting. In 1982 restoration efforts were 

made to reintroduce otters by the Pennsylvania 

River Otter Reintroduction Project (PRORP). 

From 1982 to 2004 they released 153 otters into 

eight water systems in central and western 

Pennsylvania (Schneck, 2020)*.  

The otters that are being sighted at the 

Conemaugh and Loyalhanna dams are likely the 

offspring of those that were reintroduced to the 

Allegheny River. There is also a possibility that 

they have made themselves homes along the 

banks of the Kiskiminetas River. 

Although they can be a very elusive species, your 

best chance to catch a glance at one is during 

the day in winter months. You may see their 

tracks or slides in the snow (see photo). They 

tend to travel longer distances to find open wa-

ters to hunt for food. However, that doesn’t mean 

that you will not spot them during the summer 

months playing and feeding in the rivers. Next 

time you are out paddling, fishing, or just enjoy-

ing a walk along the rivers, keep your eyes 

peeled and you might just spot one!  

Roaring Run and Rattling Run Water Quality Update 
Concerns over the reduction of 

breeding trout from Roaring Run and 

Rattling Run (a tributary to Roaring 

Run) in Armstrong County prompted 

a survey of macroinvertebrates to 

assess the biological integrity of the 

stream. Macroinvertebrates (macros) 

are insects in their nymph and larval 

stages, snails, worms, crayfish, and 

clams. They spend at least part of 

their lives in water. These organisms 

are a good indication of water quality, 

as some species are more tolerant 

than others to water pollution. For 

example, if a stream gets warm and 

depleted of oxygen in the summer, 

these in-stream insects cannot 

tolerate the stress and will not survive. Their absence will indicate that at some point in the year 

the stream is impaired. These insects play a large role in freshwater ecosystems by recycling 

nutrients as well as being a food source for trout and other fish species. Collecting and 

identifying stream macroinvertebrates is the preferred method of assessing the overall ecological 

health of the stream.    

This past May, Conemaugh Valley Conservancy’s (CVC) Executive Director John Wenzel led an 

aquatic macroinvertebrate study on Roaring Run and Rattling Run. RRWA board members and 

volunteers used rakes to stir up the stream bed and collected the macros in nets. Macros were 

taken from the net and sorted to be identified. The number of individual species were tallied and 

scored using the Index of Biotic Integrity (IBI), which is used to indicate overall stream health.  

The results: surveys showed an IBI score of 60 for Roaring Run and 58 for Rattling Run. A score 

of 50 or above is “good” and means that the stream is of desirable ecological health, can support 

fish, and could qualify for stocking.  Roaring Run is a flashy stream, with sudden high flows 

contrasting with much more modest regular flow rates. This may present a challenge to local 

fish, but there are several pools large enough for fish to withstand the occasional flooding.   

It is important to remember that this waterway is a recovering stream from many years of being 

impacted by numerous factors. The recovery process is not always a linear progression.  On a 

positive note, a rod survey done in June of 2024 did find multiple year classes of Brown Trout, 

including one from 2023 which would be at least the 7th consecutive year of natural 

reproduction. We will continue to monitor the stream and any feedback or fishing results can be 

sent to Ron Hags at troutbum2020@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CVC Executive Director, John Wentzel and RRWA Director, 

John Linkes collecting macroinvertebrates on Roaring Run.  
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Rock Furnace Trail and Parking Lot Upgrades 

The new Rock Furnace parking lot and connecting trail were installed this past summer thanks 

to the vision of Tim Troup, RRWA Board Members and Boulder Excavating. Thank you to Kris 

Kulick, owner of Boulder Landscape & Excavation for a great job assisting with the installation 

of the Rock Furnace parking lot. The new sign was installed by Roaring Run Volunteers. 

Photos courtesy of John Linkes 



Roaring Run Stream Report 

This past year has been an exciting year for Roaring Run. It has received the official 

designation as a wild trout stream from the PA Fish and Boat Commission. This comes 

after four consecutive years of natural brown trout reproduction. Quite a development 

for a stream that not too long ago was severely compromised by acid mine drainage. 

The RRWAs fishery committee conducted several surveys this year. A macroinvertebrate 

(aquatic insects) survey was performed in April and the survey showed a fair population 

of bugs with majority being pollution intolerant species. This is in stark contrast to a 

previous survey done over a decade ago which showed no bug life. 

A watershed wide water quality survey was performed in May and found only one point 

source of poor quality water from an acid mine discharge on Rattling Run which is the 

major tributary to Roaring Run. This discharge was brought to the attention of 

Armstrong County Conservation District and the PA DEP. Further testing is being done 

to determine its impact on the watershed and possible remediation. 

Dr. Brady Porter and his team from Duquesne University performed an electrofishing 

survey just above the suspension bridge on Roaring Run. They found a minimal trout 

population and several species of minnows, including pollution intolerant ones. Notably 

missing from the survey was the presence of mottled sculpin, which is a favorite food of 

the brown trout and a usual resident of this type of headwater stream.  

Photo submission: Carol French 

Information submitted by: Ron Hags 

 

We love what we do, 

we love the community support we get, 

and  we couldn’t do it without you! 

Thank You! 

 

Roaring Run Watershed Association 

New Website  

Have you checked out our new website? Special thanks to Mark and Kathy Venturini, and 

members who assisted our organizations with their talents and time. The website is absolutely 

stunning and very user friendly. You can visit us at https://www.roaringrunapollo.org/  

On the website you can learn more about RRWA, find directions, contact us, learn about trail 

etiquette, and more!  

Did you know that we are a non-profit organization formed in 1982 and that the trail is 

maintained by volunteers and annual membership fund donations?  

Are you a member? Countless people serve the Roaring Run Watershed Association with vast 

and varied talents. Membership is a very direct and tangible way to show your appreciation for 

our organization.  Your generosity allows us to continue to conserve and protect this resource.  

You can now renew, join, or donate either online via PayPal or by check. If paying by check, 

please download our membership form on our website and send your dues to:  

 RRWA 

 PO Box 333  

  Apollo, PA 15613 

ACD River Run 5k 
The Armstrong Conservation District held its second Armstrong River Run and Watershed Walk 

this past September to raise money and awareness for our local watershed organizations. The 

event was held at the Schenley trailhead on the Armstrong Trails in Gilpin township. Members 

from Crooked Creek, Cowanshannock Creek, Kiski, and Roaring Run Watershed Associations 

were present and provided information and giveaways to event attendees. Armstrong Trails and 

Armstrong Conservation District were also in attendance to provide additional information, the 

Mobile Environmental Display trailer, and of course, Myrtle the Conservation Turtle! 

Donations online and in person along with all race registration fees went to the watershed 

groups. Thanks to our community for supporting our watershed! 

Armstrong Conservation District Watershed Specialist, Maria Sorce 

and Myrtle the Turtle pose with the race winner for a picture  

 

 

 

 

A huge thank you goes out to Westmoreland Equipment for donating the equipment that RRWA 

needed to make improvements to the trail. Also, a special thanks to Rich Harris and Chris 

Troup for bringing their expertise and their time to do the job. 



 

 Grants Help Rehab a Section of a Trail 
submitted by Laura Hawkins, Main Line Canal Greenway Coordinator 

You may have noticed construction activities along the Roaring Run Trail last summer.  This 

project was not new construction like the new Rock Furnace parking lot, but a much needed 

rehabilitation of 2.5 miles of trail between the Roaring Run bridge and Flat Run.  The trail stood 

up exceedingly well considering usage and weather, but it had not been resurfaced since it was 

built more than 15 years ago. However, areas were worn down below the base.  It was clear that 

the work needed would be beyond the capacity of our excellent volunteer maintenance team.   

Recognizing the project was likely to be costly, RRWA board members started discussions with 

Main Line Canal Greenway Coordinator Laura Hawkins about the possibility of acquiring grant 

funds.  With her help, an application was submitted to the PA Department of Conservation and 

Natural Resources (DCNR) in the spring of 2021.  The grant was approved that fall.  Following a 

contracting process with DCNR, we implemented a competitive bidding process and selected 

Senate Engineering as a design consultant in late 2022.  Senate not only developed plans and 

specifications for construction, but assisted with bidding, selection, and management of the 

construction consultant, Holbein Inc. of Sarver, PA.  That process took us into 2023 with work 

scheduled for 2024. 

The work included clearing the trail surface, addressing the drainage of the area, re-grading, 

water diversion, and resurfacing with four inches of crushed limestone top coat.  One challenge 

faced by the project team was how to get large equipment to that section of the trail.  Equipment 

had to be brought in from an old access road off of Redtown Road. The road to the trail was not 

only overgrown with trees but had also eroded considerably due to past rain events.  Volunteers 

and the construction team made the needed improvements and work finally got underway in the 

summer.  Thanks to the improved drainage, this section of trail will likely stand up well in the 

next 15 years and beyond. 

The total project cost was $155,000. Funding assistance was provided by DCNR, PA Recreational 

Trails Program, Federal Highway Administration and the Bureau of Recreation and 

Conservation.  The grant was managed with assistance through Allegheny Ridge Corporation’s 

Pittsburgh-to-Harrisburg Main Line Canal Greenway, a 320-mile corridor of heritage sites and 

hub communities linked by land and water trails.   

We’re particularly grateful for the support of Armstrong County Community Foundation which 

provided a grant toward the match required by DCNR.   

As always, we are so grateful for the volunteers who provided more than 150 hours of in-kind 

support to the project for a value of more than $5,000!  Thank you: Jim Fortuna, Ron Hags, Rich 

Harris, Tom Iseman, Ken Kaminski, Max Sapinsky, Matt Thorton, Chris Troup, Tim Troup, and 

Dave Whitco.  Thanks also to the project team that guided the project from start to finish: Ron 

Haggs, Ken Kaminski, Max Sapinsky, Jared Shaffer, and Chelsea Walker.   

On behalf of everyone who helped the rehabilitation effort – ENJOY THE TRAIL!  

 

 

 

River otter slides and tracks at the 

Conemaugh Dam in February of 2022.  

Photo courtesy of April Richards, Park Ranger 

for the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers    

  

River Otters at the Conemaugh and Loyalhanna Dams! 

Roaring Run presently owns 652 acres of land open to the public year-round for 

multiple recreational activities. You may not realize that the whole trail system is 

maintained entirely by volunteers that generously give their time, money, and tools 

to provide a beautiful place for you to spend time in nature. RRWA is a 501(c)3 envi-

ronmental preservation organization registered under both Pennsylvania and federal 

codes. Contributions to the RRWA are tax deductible. We receive no funding from 

the state and rely 100% on fundraising and donations to meet our needs. Please 

consider becoming a member today! 

River Otters, who were once abundant in Penn-

sylvania, started to decline like most species in 

the mid-1900s due to pollution, habitat loss, and 

overharvesting. In 1982 restoration efforts were 

made to reintroduce otters by the Pennsylvania 

River Otter Reintroduction Project (PRORP). 

From 1982 to 2004 they released 153 otters into 

eight water systems in central and western 

Pennsylvania (Schneck, 2020)*.  

The otters that are being sighted at the 

Conemaugh and Loyalhanna dams are likely the 

offspring of those that were reintroduced to the 

Allegheny River. There is also a possibility that 

they have made themselves homes along the 

banks of the Kiskiminetas River. 

Although they can be a very elusive species, your 

best chance to catch a glance at one is during 

the day in winter months. You may see their 

tracks or slides in the snow (see photo). They 

tend to travel longer distances to find open wa-

ters to hunt for food. However, that doesn’t mean 

that you will not spot them during the summer 

months playing and feeding in the rivers. Next 

time you are out paddling, fishing, or just enjoy-

ing a walk along the rivers, keep your eyes 

peeled and you might just spot one!  

Apollo–Ridge Elementary School Students Learn about 
Water Conservation  

Mr. Saxion of Apollo-Ridge Elementary School organized the second grade trout release field 

trip to Roaring Run again this year. This is one of the most anticipated field trips in the 

elementary school. Students got the chance to release trout that they raised in their 

classrooms. They also learned about macroinvertebrates and fly-fishing.  The student’s 

enjoyed a fun day outside and had a great introduction to water conservation. Here’s to 

teaching the next generation appreciation and love for the environment!  

We love what we do, 

we love the community support we get, 

and we couldn’t do it without you! 

Thank You! 

Apollo-Ridge elementary students cast lines and learn about macroinvertebrates 

2025 UPCOMING EVENTS @ RRWA  

April 26-27: Spring Muster Event- Civil War 

cannon demonstration event. 

July 19: Race to the Moon-5k night race 

July 26: Craft Show 9AM-3PM Rain or Shine -

Add Vendor Sheet in newsletter   

August 22: Civil War Homeschool Program-

  Students will learn about the history of the 

American Civil War 

August 23-24: Civil War Reenactment along 

Roaring Run Trail  

For more information, please visit our 

Facebook Page and/ or website.  



Roaring Run Stream Report 

This past year has been an exciting year for Roaring Run. It has received the official 

designation as a wild trout stream from the PA Fish and Boat Commission. This comes 

after four consecutive years of natural brown trout reproduction. Quite a development 

for a stream that not too long ago was severely compromised by acid mine drainage. 

The RRWAs fishery committee conducted several surveys this year. A macroinvertebrate 

(aquatic insects) survey was performed in April and the survey showed a fair population 

of bugs with majority being pollution intolerant species. This is in stark contrast to a 

previous survey done over a decade ago which showed no bug life. 

A watershed wide water quality survey was performed in May and found only one point 

source of poor quality water from an acid mine discharge on Rattling Run which is the 

major tributary to Roaring Run. This discharge was brought to the attention of 

Armstrong County Conservation District and the PA DEP. Further testing is being done 

to determine its impact on the watershed and possible remediation. 

Dr. Brady Porter and his team from Duquesne University performed an electrofishing 

survey just above the suspension bridge on Roaring Run. They found a minimal trout 

population and several species of minnows, including pollution intolerant ones. Notably 

missing from the survey was the presence of mottled sculpin, which is a favorite food of 

the brown trout and a usual resident of this type of headwater stream.  

Photo submission: Carol French 

Information submitted by: Ron Hags 

 

We love what we do, 

we love the community support we get, 

and  we couldn’t do it without you! 

Thank You! 

 

Roaring Run Watershed Association 

 

New Trees Planted  
RRWA sends a huge thank you to Eastern Gas Transmission and Storage and the gentlemen 

pictured below! These men planted trees along the trail and main parking lot. There were six 

Redbuds and one Dogwood planted. Stop by to see how beautiful it looks! 

Watershed Mini Grant Award 
RRWA received a $2,000 Western Pennsylvania 

Conservancy - BHE GT&S Watershed Mini Grant to 

improve the Burgandy Discharge portion of the 

property. The Burgandy Discharge is located just 

over two miles from the Canal Street access. The 

discharge is a significant source of acid mine 

drainage and occurs as sheet flow over a large area 

that is blighted and largely devoid of vegetation. Our 

goal was to improve conditions adjacent to the 

trail. In 2021, with help from a grant from CNX and 

an operator from Swank Construction, a diversion 

ditch was dug so that the sheet flow would not reach 

the lower area nearest the trail. Tree chippings 

donated by several local firms were spread over the 

area. Grass seed provided by Tractor Supply was spread over the recently laid organics. 

With the Watershed Mini Grant in 2024, we performed soil testing and developed a more 

complex approach to vegetating the area. Powdered limestone was spread over the area 

followed by fertilizer, grass seed, and 20 tons of mushroom manure. With this approach, the 

grass seed sprouted well.  In early 2025, we will re-fertilize and seed the area. The hope is 

that the grass will help develop a substantial soil layer and that some native planting can 

occur sometime in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ron Hags receiving award for reclamation for 

the Burgundy discharge area. 

Financial support for this project is provided by BHE GT&S which is dedicated to the economic, physical 

and social health of the communities served by BHE GT&S companies.  

This grant program was administered by the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy in commitment to its core 

mission of conserving Pennsylvania’s diverse ecosystems through science-based strategy, leadership and 

collaboration. 

Hello to all our members and friends of RRWA, 

Hard to believe that another year has gone by. The Board of Directors and volunteers have been 

working hard to maintain and improve RRWA for all to enjoy. This past year, some major 

improvements have been done. Almost two miles of the trail has been repaired and repaved. A mudslide 

on the Rock Furnace trail was repaired along with the Rock Furnace trail parking lot and trail extension 

so everyone can park and walk safely to and from the trail.  These projects were partially paid for by 

grants from federal and private contributors. However, they were also a large cost to us in terms of 

money and manpower. The volunteers made all this possible. This coming year, we have the yearly 

maintenance and the replacement of the cement bridge on Rock Furnace trail. You have to remember 

your donations are what keeps us going. Without them we could not survive. So, this coming year, 

please donate and participate in our activities to fundraise. We have the “Race to The Moon” on July 

19th, Civil War cannon training/ demonstration the last weekend in April, and the Civil War 

encampment and reenactment is scheduled to be the 30th and 31st of August. Hope to see you there!  

Sincerely,  

Ken Kaminski, RRWA President  

 
 

Message from our President  

Visit RRWA at www.Roaringrunapollo.org & Check out our Facebook page: RRWA and Trail 

P.O. Box 333 

Apollo, PA 15613 


