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New Trail Maintenance Equipment  

As you know, having the right piece of equipment on any job, 

makes the job go a lot smoother and faster. The RRWA currently 

owns and maintains 653 acres.  Each spring and fall, members and 

volunteers spend countless hours maintaining miles of trails, and 

a Canoe/ Kayak Launch.  Last spring, RRWA purchased a new 

Kubota BX25D, which comes with a front loader and backhoe to 

assist with routine trail maintenance activities. Also included is a 

54 inch belly mower to assist with the summer mowing. So far 

the new tractor has helped with installing new drainage ditches 

and culverts, repaired trail slides, and has even assisted with the Annual River Sweep.   

 Thanks to BJ Bellotti, Director, RRWA received a $400 grant to 

purchase a Stihl BR-600 gas powered backpack blower from the Trail 

Volunteer Fund of The Pittsburgh Foundation. The Trail Fund provides 

grants to purchase tools, materials, and supplies to be used 

by volunteer trail projects that create, maintain, or enhance the 

network of trails suitable for bicycle touring in western Pennsylvania 

and interconnected trails in nearby areas. The gas powered blower has 

been a huge help in cleaning out drainage ditches and clearing the 

hiking/ mountain biking trails.  

  

 

Kiski River Clean-up in Avonmore   

Over 3 dozen volunteers from surrounding 

communities participated in a joint effort of the RRWA and 

Kiski Watershed Association’s Annual Fugitive Tire Program. 

The cleanup was a part of the 2015 International Coastal 

Cleanup campaign. 

On September 26th and 27th, volunteers met at the 

Avonmore Bridge and the Avonmore Canoe and Kayak 

Launch in Avonmore, PA. Using canoes, volunteers waded 

into the river to collect tires and other debris. These were 

hauled to shore where the tires were pulled up the steep 

river embankment at the bridge and canoe access ramp by RRWA’s new Kubota tractor. Along the mile stretch of river, 

volunteers collected over 850 tires! A special thank you to Saltsburg River and Trail for providing the canoes and 

Reynold’s Manufacturing Co. for allowing us to store the tires at their facility until Liberty Tire could pick them up.  

This year’s event was sponsored by Bridgestone and Firestone, Liberty Tire, Ocean Conservancy, Keep PA 

Beautiful and the Great American Cleanup. A HUGE thank you to all involved!  

Directors loading new Kubota with tires at the Annual River 
Sweep. 

Director, John Linkes uses new gas powered leaf blower 
to remove leaves from drainage ditches. 

Volunteers working together to clean-up tires in the kiski River. 

"Conserve, Protect, Enjoy!" 
2015 

 

http://they-working.org/projects.php
http://www.keeppabeautiful.org/
http://www.keeppabeautiful.org/
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2015 Race Updates  

 In 2015, RRWA had close to 500 participants between the two races 

and over 75 volunteers! These races are RRWA major fund raisers. The 

success of them depends on the sponsors, volunteers, and 

participants.  The funds raised are used to protect, upkeep, and improve 

Roaring Run for all to appreciate and use for years to come. RRWA hopes 

to have continued success in 2016.  

The “Earth Day Dash” will be held April 16, 2016 this year. This will 

be the 6th year of this spring race. It consists of a 5k run/walk and a 15k 

run on our trail.  These races will be starting at 9:00 AM.  

The “Race to the Moon” is being held on July 2, 2016, being a part of 

the 200 year Celebration of Apollo Borough.  This race begins 

around 9:00 PM, and is held in the dark for a different feel while running 

or walking. Luminaries are placed along the trail to guide all participants, 

BUT everyone must wear or carry a light, so no-one runs into each other.  

We look forward to seeing everyone at this year’s races and hope 

you will come and participate. You can walk/ run or volunteer! 

 

Bluebirds are making a Comeback!  
 

Bluebirds have made a significant comeback since the early 1900s 
primarily because of the management activities of landowners across the state. RRWA is working to help the population 
thrive in our area by providing nesting boxes in some of our open areas. Last year we had nesting activity in 4 of 7 boxes.  
This year we plan to increase the number of boxes and also the area we keep mowed.  Here are some basic facts on 
bluebirds in our area:  

 Some eastern bluebirds are year-round residents in Pennsylvania. However, the majority migrate south in the 
winter and return to Pennsylvania in early March.  

 Bluebirds use a variety of habitats during breeding season including open fields with scattered trees, farmlands, 
forest edges, swamps, sparsely inhabited residential areas, roadsides, fence lines, orchards, and clearings. 
Roaring Run offers many of these needs for the birds.  

 Bluebirds nest in natural cavities and nest boxes. Bluebirds eat primarily insects, including grasshoppers, 
crickets, beetles, and caterpillars. Roughly 2/3 of their diet is insects and the other 1/3 is fruit.  

For additional information about bluebirds and their management, including plans for building nest boxes visit the North 
American Bluebird Society, Inc. 
 

Mountain Biking 
                                                                             

Roaring Run Watershed Association property contains over 10 miles of mountain bike 
trails. We rely on the help of volunteers and trail users, mainly the Roaring Run Rock Riders, to 
maintain them throughout the year.  The trails we have in place so far have made good use of 
the varied and difficult terrain which is the reality of the RRWA property.   They highlight some 
of the beautiful views and natural aspects of the property and area along the Kiski River.  
 This past spring mountain bike racing came back to Roaring Run thanks to the efforts of one of 
our new directors, Bob Bowman and the Rock Riders. The Roaring Run Rumble, the kick off race in the Bike the Wilds 
series took place on May 30th with 100 + riders. We enjoyed hosting some of the best racers in the area and look 
forward to seeing everyone again this May 14th.                                                                               

2015 Sponsors:  
CONSOL Energy 
Byers Taxi service 
Strongland Roofing 
Apollo Trust 
Nextier Bank 
The Rehab Centre 
Laurel Industrial Fabric 
Dr. Daniel J. Kupas D.O. 
Dr. Robert Obradovich DMD 
Fox’s Pizza, Vandergrift 
Held’s Shop-n-Save 
Naser Foods 
Nigro Ankle & Foot Care 
Pounds Turkey Farm 
Westmoreland Municipal Water Authority 
Jim’s Automotive 
Dick’s Sporting Goods, Greensburg 
Health South 
Moon Pie 
Senate Engineering 

And a special Thanks to the following: 
Westarm Therapy 
Accro Tool 
Shelling Drilling 
Stanford Home Centers 
Oklahoma EMS/ Apollo #3 Fire Dept. 
DJ Sam and DJ OZ 

 

http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/
http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/

