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Eagle Scout Provides Wishing Opportunities   

Cody Endress, member with Life Scout Troop 589 in Spring Church, constructed a 

wishing well at Roaring Run Watershed Association’s (RRWA) main trailhead for 

his Eagle Scout Project. Cody started work in July.  Stone was donated from 

Fleming’s Landscaping and Christmas Tree Farm in Indiana which led to lots 

planning and long workdays for Cody. Four months later, the project was 

completed and it looks amazing. “It turned out better than I could have ever 

imagined!”, said Cody.  A plaque is in the process of being made for one of the 

uprights, and grass will be planted in the spring. Thank you Cody, for this 

wonderful addition to Roaring Run. Your hard work has preserved the historical 

value of an 1800’s water well that was once fenced off and not well known to a 

place for those to make a wish! RRWA would also like to thank everyone who has 

helped Cody with this project! For more photos and the progression of Cody’s 

project please check out our RRWA and Trail Facebook page.  

Special Thank You to Those Who Volunteer  

RRWA does not have any paid staff and operates with a volunteer Board 

of Directors who are responsible in managing over 650 acres, consisting 

of 7 miles of rail-trails and over 12 miles of mountain biking/ hiking trails. 

But it takes so many more boots on the ground to keep this recreational 

area in tip top shape.  

The directors of RRWA would like to express our appreciation to 

everyone that is involved in making our watershed property a 

destination for many hikers, bikers, and boaters.  

● Thank you to our trail maintenance volunteers who spend much 

of their time removing leaves and debris from trailside ditches. 

This is critical work in improving and rehabilitating our trails.   

● Thank you to the Roaring Run Rock Riders for their tireless efforts battling downed trees and knotweed to 

keep our network of hiking and mountain biking trails ready for 

the next hiker’s shoe and biker’s tire.  

● Thank you to our sponsors and runners/ walkers/ riders of 

our major fundraising events. Your support helps to make these 

events possible.  

● Thank you to Grove City College, Kiski Area Key Club, and 

Kiski Prep students who helped clear trails of downed trees, rake 

leaves from trailside ditches, and prep for our foot races.   

And most of all, 

Thank you to our members and the community who so 

generously support the RRWA.   
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Students from Grove City College getting 
ready to volunteer. 

Kiski Prep Students takes a quick group photo before 
volunteering. 
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Cleanup Efforts go far with Great Partnerships  
On Saturday April 29, 2017, twenty volunteers rolled up their sleeves to 

tackle an illegal dump site along Coal Hollow Road in Bell Township.  

Volunteers contributed over 70 working hours in an effort to remove 

200 tires, dozens of televisions, and well over a ton of trash. This year’s 

2017 Great American Clean-up Event would not have been possible 

without the help from Bell Township, the Westmoreland Conservation 

District, Kiski Watershed Association, Westmoreland Cleanways and 

Recycling, Keep PA Beautiful, and Salandro’s Refuse for providing the 

roll-off! 

Kiski River wade-in cleanup event took 
place on August 19, 2017, at the 
Avonmore Bridge. Keep Pennsylvania 
Beautiful coordinates this event as part of the International Coastal Cleanup. It is the 
world's largest volunteer effort, where citizens are encouraged to clean up their 
local waterways. This past fall, 24 volunteers collected over 150 tires. Within the 
past 3 years, over 1000 tires have been removed from the Avonmore Bridge to the 
Avonmore boat launch! The 2018 clean-up event will take place in late August 
downstream of the Vandergrift Bridge. Come out and join us for the 2018 
International Coastal Cleanup!  

After century-long absence, freshwater mussels are back in the Kiski River 

The mussel’s presence in the Kiski after more than a century provides a measure of 
the rivers improved water quality. Researchers at the Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy are collecting information on locations of freshwater mussels in the Kiski 
River. Anyone who has photographs or information on where and when mussel shells 
have been found may send the information to: CBier@paconserve.org. Note that 
freshwater mussels shouldn't be confused with the Asian clam, a shelled invasive 
species the size of a half-dollar. 

Message from our President     

I would like to thank everyone for a great 2017 year at RRWA. 
The teamwork done this year has moved us forward to improve 
Roaring Run. My hope is that 2018 is just as good! 
Sincerely,  
Ken Kaminski 
RRWA President and Race Director  
 
 
 

Volunteers stacking tires to be pulled up over 
steep embankment. 

Volunteers remove tires from the 
Kiski River. 

P.S. The night race will be on July 21, 2018!!! 

We look forward to seeing everyone at this year’s races. You 

can walk, run, volunteer or spectate! If you have any 

questions on the races or want to become a sponsor, please 

contact us by e-mail roaringrun@gmail.com or call me at 

724-681-6317.  And most of all, PLEASE patronize our 

sponsors of past, present, and future events. 
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